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Hardie used the right of M.P.s to ask questions
with a skill which made it even more useful than
the right to make speeches. For there were
many matters on which Governments would
not permit debate, and, even when debate was
permitted, it often happened that a member
wishful to speak was not called upon by the
Speaker. Also it might easily be that points
made by speakers received no answer from the
Government benches. Questions, however, could
be asked every day, and some reply had to be
given. How valuable they can be in instructing
public opinion was shown by Hardie's questions
during a dock strike. No discussion could be
raised as to the issues or the methods employed
to defeat the workers, yet day by day the nation
learned how the ship-owners refused to negotiate,
how the Government sent soldiers and sailors
to Hull cc to aid the ship-owners in breaking
up a trade union registered under an Act of
Parliament," how soldiers were set to load and
unload ships, how the local bench of thirty-nine
magistrates included four ship-owners, nineteen
shareholders in shipping companies, no working
men, and so on.
This was in the year (1893), when the
Independent Labour Party was formed. No
more forcible argument for the need of it could
have been found. Looking back twenty-one
years afterwards, at the Party's coming-of-age
conference, Hardie sketched some of the con-
ditions existing at its birth. There was much